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CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
TEXTUAL MATERIALS PRESENTATION

Please use the following as a guide to formulating questions and gaining insights relative to the materials presented:

	EVALUATION ELEMENTS
	CRITICAL QUESTION(S)

	
	

	PROGRAM ORGANIZATION
	National standards translated into meaningful student-centered lessons

	
	

	
	Content aligned with state standards



	
	Components which afford multi-cultural connections and the needs of diverse student populations

	
	

	STUDENT MATERIALS
	Use of mathematics language with opportunities to develop critical thinking and expression through varied media/representations; applications made through problem-solving contexts

	
	

	
	Inclusion of concrete materials (models, manipulatives) and technology

	
	

	TEACHER MATERIALS
	Availability of authentic literature

	
	

	
	Use of varied assessment approaches including performance tasks, suggested scoring guides

	
	

	
	Multiple strategies for concept presentation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


NOTE:  We will not need to ask questions at this time about customizing kits or cost of supplementary materials.



I.  Content

A. Does the content meet local and national standards for mathematics?

B. Is the content up to date?

C. Is the content accurate?

D. Is the content age-appropriate?  Consider the reading level as well as the vocabulary.

E. Are there quizzes or end of lesson reviews?

F. Does the content appeal to a wide range of student interests and abilities?

G. Is there a Mathematics-Literacy connection?

H. Could this textbook be used for several years?  How many?

I. Is there cross-curriculum learning exhibited in the textbook?

J. Does the content encourage active learning?

K. Is the textual material reader-friendly?  Do the books address different reading levels?

L. Are there appropriate and adequate lessons addressing performance-based activities, cooperative groups, and hands-on, inquiry-based learning experiences?

II.  Organization

A. Is there a useful table of contents, index, glossary, and appendices?

B. Does the book have a logical arrangement and development of the mathematics concepts?

C. Does the textbook include useful references, bibliographies, and other resources?  Are there enough and are they helpful?

D. Do the chapters include introductions and summaries?

E. Are the pages all numbered?

F. Is there a kit, materials, or manipulatives that accompany each unit?

III.  Physical Aspects

A. Is the size and weight of the book age-appropriate?

B. How durable is the book?

C. Is the cover appealing?

D. Are illustrations and photographs representative of all genders, races, ages, physical and mental abilities, and socioeconomic status?

E. Are tables, maps, figures, charts, etc., relevant and useful?

IV.  Teacher’s Edition (Resource Packages)

A. Is the teacher’s edition comprehensive, organized and useable?

B. Are the additional resources organized and useable?

C. Does the teacher’s edition include the student edition (i.e., wrap-around)?

D. Are assessment tools or ideas included?

E. Are ideas for adapting the material to different ability groups included?

F. Are the answers to exercises readily available?  Are they listed on the imprint of the student edition or elsewhere?

G. Are teaching objectives clearly stated?

H. Does the teacher’s resource package include technology? 

I. In the teacher’s edition, is there support for the non-mathematics teacher?

J. Is there a technology component – website, lesson plans, student and teacher support?
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